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It happens every year. At the turn of the year, many faithful 

Seventh-day Adventists make a good resolution: “This year I’m going 

to read the Bible all the way through—Genesis to Revelation.” We 

know the EGW method: three chapters a day and five on Sabbath, 

and you’ll get there just fine. So, we start strong through Genesis 

and Exodus… and then we hit Leviticus… and that’s where quite a 

few of us stall out. 

 

But Leviticus, the book many of us quietly skip, is full of deep, 

practical truth for real life. In fact, it has a message that can light up 

your whole new year. In Leviticus 6:8-13 we read about a fire on the 

altar that was never to go out. That nonstop fire has something to 

say to us tonight. 

 

The nonstop fire and God’s presence 

Leviticus 6:9 says, “The burnt offering shall be on the hearth on the 

altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept 

burning on it.” This command was given to Aaron and his sons as 

part of their daily work as priests. That altar fire was never to go 

out—day or night. 

 

That constant fire was a visible sign that God had not left His people. 

As long as the fire burned, the people knew God was still with them 

and still accepting their offerings. As we step into a new year, 

remember: God’s presence with you is not on a timer. He does not 

clock out at midnight. He is with you in every season, every mood, 

every high and every low. 

 

Tending the fire: our daily part 

Keeping that fire burning was not a “set it and forget it” job. The 

priests had to tend it faithfully. Verse 12 says, “The fire on the altar 

shall be kept burning on it; it shall not go out. The priest shall burn 

wood on it every morning, and he shall arrange the burnt offering on 

it.” 

 

Every morning meant fresh wood, fresh attention, fresh effort. That 

is a simple, powerful picture of our walk with God. If we want a 

living, burning faith, we cannot run on yesterday’s fuel. So, in this 

new year, let’s choose to: 

 

Pray daily: Like putting wood on the fire, prayer keeps our hearts 

open to God. 

 

Read Scripture regularly: God’s Word is the fuel that keeps our faith 

alive and warm. 

 

Worship consistently: When we gather to worship, our individual 

sparks become a bright flame. 

 

These are not “checklist duties” to impress God. They are how we 

make room for Him to keep the fire burning in us. 

 

The ashes and God’s cleansing work 

The altar fire also did something very practical: it burned up the 

offerings and left only ashes. Verses 10-11 describe the priest’s work 

with those ashes: he puts on his linen garments, carefully gathers up 

the ashes, sets them beside the altar, changes clothes, and then 

carries the ashes outside the camp to a clean place. 



 

That quiet, almost hidden task says a lot. What once was a whole 

animal is now reduced to ashes. It has been fully consumed. In the 

same way, when we come to God honestly and bring Him our sin, 

our pride, and our brokenness, He does not leave those things lying 

around. He deals with them. He consumes what needs to go and 

then carries it away. 

 

As we enter a new year, this is an invitation. Let God burn away 

what does not belong: 

 

Old grudges and resentments. 

 

Secret sins and habits that drag you down. 

 

Shame from failures that God has already forgiven. 

 

Ask Him to take the “ashes” of the past year and carry them out of 

the camp. 

 

A fire that never goes out 

Verse 13 repeats it one more time: “Fire shall be kept burning on the 

altar continually; it shall not go out.” God did not want Israel to have 

“on again, off again” worship. He wanted a steady flame. 

 

Our world is full of starts and stops, trends and fads, and spiritual 

“highs” that quickly fade. God calls us to something steadier: a faith 

that lasts on ordinary days, in boring routines, and in painful 

seasons. In 2026, we do not know what will come. But we can 

choose, by God’s grace, to keep the fire going—quietly, steadily, 

faithfully. 

 

Living out the nonstop fire 

So what does this look like in everyday life? Here are some ways to 

carry Leviticus 6 into your schedule and habits: 

 

Establish a daily devotional rhythm 

Pick a realistic time. It might be early morning, lunch break, or 

before bed. Read the Bible, talk to God honestly, and listen. Protect 

that time like the priests protected the altar. 

 

Practice awareness of God’s presence 

During the day, pause for short, simple prayers: “Thank You, Lord,” 

“Help me, Lord,” “Guide me, Lord.” Turning your attention to God in 

small moments keeps the fire from dying down. 

 

Make corporate worship a priority 

Church and small groups are not optional extras. They are like 

adding a whole pile of wood to the fire. When we worship together, 

we warm each other’s hearts and keep each other going. 

 

Serve others 

The altar fire was part of a system that blessed the whole 

community. In the same way, a living faith always moves outward. 

Look for ways to encourage, help, and serve—at home, at church, at 

work, in the neighborhood. 

 

Share your faith 

Fire spreads. When your heart is warmed by God’s love, there will be 

natural opportunities to say a word for Jesus, to share a testimony, 

to invite someone to seek God for themselves. 

 



A fresh start at the altar 

Here we are at the doorstep of 2026. The priests started every day 

by tending the altar. We can start this year by doing the same 

spiritually. 

 

Maybe your fire has burned low this year. Maybe your devotional life 

has been hit-or-miss. Maybe you feel more like smoke and embers 

than a bright flame. The good news is this: God’s side of the fire has 

not gone out. His presence is steady. His love has not cooled toward 

you. If you bring Him a willing heart tonight, He is ready to breathe 

on the coals. 

 

Let this be the year when: 

 

God’s presence becomes more real to you than ever. 

 

Your daily walk with Him becomes steadier. 

 

Old “ashes” are carried away and left behind. 

 

Your life gives off warmth and light to the people around you. 

 

The command was simple and clear: “Fire shall be kept burning on 

the altar continually; it shall not go out.” Let that be the banner over 

your spiritual life in 2026. Let your love for God, your trust in Him, 

and your service to others keep burning—through good days and 

bad ones, through blessings and trials. 

 

May this year be a year of growth, of deeper faith, and of quiet, 

steady transformation by the nonstop fire of God’s love. And as your 

fire burns, may the Hanford, Armona, and Lemoore church families 

shine together as a beacon of hope in this valley. AMEN. 

 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, as we step into this new year, thank You that Your 

presence has never left us and never will. Like the fire on the altar, 

let our devotion to You keep burning—through early mornings, long 

days, and late nights. Teach us to tend our spiritual lives each day 

with prayer, Scripture, and worship. Burn away what does not honor 

You and carry away the ashes of our past. Use us to bring warmth, 

light, and hope to everyone we meet. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

A Happy and Blessed 2026 to the Hanford, Armona and Lemoore 

church families – it is an honor and privilege to serve God together. 

 

-Julian, with Beatrice and Albulena. 

 

 


